
Newsbriels 
by Nicole Stanton 

• The Senior Class is now selling carna¬ 

tions for Valentine's Day! Teachers and 

students can buy them from any senior 

and have them sent to neighboring 

schools. They're a great way to show 

your “special someone" that you care. 

• Sar Bridges, a Bryn Mawr junior cur¬ 

rently spending the year studying in 

Germany, recently donated her penny 

collection to the Lower School’s effort to 

collect one million pennies for Bryn 

Mawr's Capital Campaign. She gave the 

Lower School over three thousand 

pennies—that's over thirty dollars! 

Ring Dance 
features theme 
' 'urban jungle'' 

by Jamie Rosen 

We all remember our Ring Dances— 

hours of preparation, in order to 

miraculously transform the Commons 

Room that we know into a majestic 

wonderland, the hours of dancing, 

interrupted sporadically by contests 

such as the limbo and “name that tune,” 

and, of course, the infamous moment 

when the clock strikes twelve and the 

man of your dreams turns your ring for 

that last time. Well, after months, and 

even years of waiting, the tenth grade is 

getting ready for yet another Ring 

Dance. 

On February 22, 1992, between 9 

p.m. and midnight, the tenth grade will 

be enjoying their dance. Located in the 

Commons Room and Upper School 

locker room, the theme of this year's 

dance will be “urban jungle,” and the 

area will be decorated like a busy city. 

The windows of the rooms will be 

draped in black fabric, so as not to allow 

any light in; lights will be hanging from 

the mailboxes in order to resemble 

buildings, and a large Godzilla will be 

perched on top of them. Instead of 

painting fairytale-like murals, the walls 

will be covered in graffiti, and overall 

will create a "real sense of violence” and 

commotion. 

The class has chosen to have a D.J. as 

the musical entertainment. In addition 

to providing the regular D.J.-type con¬ 

tests, he will also present a light show. 

There is no cost for admission into the 

dance, yet in order to be permitted to 

enter, each girl must have already paid 

her $10.00 dues. 

In past years, there has always been 

a controversy over the name of this 

dance. Originally the purpose of the 

dance was to celebrate the receiving of 

the girls’ class rings. Recently, however, 

many people have felt that this is wrong, 

A tenth grader proudly displays her 

new ring. pl]olo by Allison Brooker 

pressuring students to purchase rings, 

and creating a sense of unnecessary 

inferiority to those who have not. Thus, 

the name “Ring Dance” was changed to 

"Tenth Grade Dance." This year the 

dance once again will be called the Ring 

Dance. Girls who choose not to buy a 

ring will be given plastic ones, thus, 

everyone will be able to celebrate their 

rings. 

Class President Allison Raskin 

explains, "1 think people are really 

excited. Everyone is really willing to 

help to make their ring dance the best 

ever.” Allison Obrecht agrees, “I can’t 

believe we're finally old enough to get 

our rings. 1 can’t wait for the dance 

because so far it is so well planned that 

it will definitely be the best dance yet." 

Everyone is excited and preparations 

are well underway. So, with that in 

mind, it looks like this year’s Ring 

Dance will be a success; and, as Julia 

Murphy says, “Get down and get funky.” 

Bryn Mawr welcomes 
psychologist Dr. Silberg 

by Jo’nita Pearce 

A new addition to the Bryn Mawr 

family this year is Dr. Joy Silberg. Dr. 

Silberg is a clinical psychologist who 

will provide counseling and aid to any 

student. 

Dr. Silberg began her job at BMS in 

November of 1991. She is available for 

consultation every Thursday from 

10:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. She welcomes 

students to come and stresses confi¬ 

dentiality. 

Dr. Silberg is a graduate of Ohio State 

University. She is currently a member 

of the Sheppard Pratt faculty, where she 

is part of the Outpatient Program. This 

program helps kids of all ages with 

whatever problems they may be experi- 

ncing at the time. She is also doing an 

evaluation of psychological problems, 

such as learning disabilities, and 

predicting what makes some adoles- 

ents suicidal. 

“Students should feel comfortable 

coming for a session, whether it just be 

to discuss what they may feel is no big 

problem. Our meetings are totally con¬ 

fidential. The only time intervention 

from a parent or faculty member may 

occur is if 1 feel the student’s life may be 

in danger," said Dr. Silberg. 

Besides Bryn Mawr, Dr. Silberg also 

is a member of the faculties at Friends 

School and at McDonogh School. Dr. 

Silberg has recognized several trends 

common among all three schools. 

Seniors as a whole are concerned about 

college, while juniors feel as if the elev¬ 

enth grade is their worst year. Tenth 

graders generally do not have problems 

in one specific area, and the freshmen 

are adjusting well to high school. 

Besides her weekly Thursday coun¬ 

seling services, Dr. Silberg also meets 

with the Chief Advisors to discuss any 

problems they may see. She also con¬ 

ducts “open lunchtimes” with students, 

usually in coordination with Peers, a 

BMS student-run club geared towards 

peer facilities. 

"A good thing about the school 

psychologist program for students, is 

how students can sign up to see the 

psychologist without actually signing 

their names, but providing an ‘X’ in the 

designated spot instead,” explains Mrs. 

Parker, Chief Advisor of the twelfth 

grade. Because students may some¬ 

times feel limited in what they can tell 

certain teachers, and overwhelmed by 

much stress in life, it helps to have Dr. 

Silberg present. 

Release of stress, understanding, and 

confidentiality are key reasons to give 

our new psychologist a visit. 

King convocation held 
by Molly Ness 

The Black Awareness Club created 

and directed the annual Martin Luther 

King assembly last Friday. This 

assembly commemorated Martin 

Luther King’s life, his beliefs, and his 

achievements. It is held as close to 

King’s January 15 birthday as possible; 

this year the assembly was on January 

17. 

Instead of just presenting a biography 

of King’s life and his accomplishments, 

the Black Awareness Club gave the 

assembly a unique twist. The assembly 

included a fashion show, dances, sing¬ 

ing, and poetry and drama readings. 

Senior Kia Williams, president of the 

Black Awareness Club, said that the club 

had been planning the assembly since 

the middle of December. All members 

of the club assisted in planning the 

assembly and participated on the actual 

day. 

Lea Abiera (’95), a member of the 

Black Awarness Club, was excited for 

the assembly. Lee worked hard on the 

choreography of the dances and was 

glad to see the results. According to Lea, 

"the convocation did not follow a strict 

format, but instead everything blended 

together." 

“It was very interesting," said Manjiri 

Didolkar (’92). She continued, “It helped 

students become more knowledgeable 

about Martin Luther King and what he 

did. I definitely think it’s good that we 

celebrate Martin Luther King’s birthday; 

otherwise some people may be oblivi¬ 

ous to everything he did for the Civil 

Rights Movement." 

Sissy Merrick (’92) said, “I enjoyed the 

assembly much more this year than I 

had in previous years because it was not 

just the biography of Martin Luther 

King. I still learned about King, but I also 

liked watching all the other parts of the 

program such as the dances.” 

Sharon Wolfe (’92) “especially enjoyed 

the fashion show. I thought that it 

brought some life to the convocation. 

After all, it’s always important to keep up 

with fashion!” 
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Doomed To Dance Campus Clean Committee 

With Christmas past and the new year 
having begun, I begin to gaze toward the 
inevitable, the undeniable, the stark 
reality of my fate which lies a month 
ahead. Though I have been preparing 
all year, nothing can ease the fear and 
anxiety which lurks deep within my 
heart...and the hearts of all seventy-five 
other sophomores. 

Is it exams, you ask? Ha!!! A minute 
event in the tableau of our lives! Perhaps 
your license? Well, for many this may 
evoke fear, myself included. But the 
chilling, bone-tingling event of which I 
speak is the RING DANCE! Pardon me, 
I mean the tenth grade dance. Yet this 
year, with our ingenuity and creativity, 
we have bent the rules just a wee bit and 
gotten around that tiny snafu of naming 
the dance. One of our brilliant cohorts 
concocted the plan of purchasing 
everyone in the class a token ring (made 
of the finest plastic), thereby insuring 
the dance’s rightful name of the Ring 
Dance. 

It is true that all of our little class com¬ 
mittees have been under a little stress 
lately, but nothing can compare to the 
strife every individual in our class has 
been suffering. This is the situation with 
almost every dance throughout a girl's 
brilliant high school career. So here are 
a few of the aspects which make the 
Ring Dance and every dance such a 
bowl of cherries...that still have all the 
pits. 

THE DRESS: This is by far the first 
and foremost concern of every girl. Yes, 
it does happen to come before the selec¬ 
tion of a date for the following two 
reasons: 1) This being the one and only 
ring dance you will ever have, almost 
everyone will attend either with a date 
or lack thereof. After all, to quote a 
member of the class of ’94, “You don’t 
need a man to justify your existence." So 
the little purchase of a dress by mom 
will insure that you will be there for the 
big night; either by free will or by your 
mother waving the sales receipt of the 
dress you had to buy in your tear-stained 
face. 2) The second reason being the 
obvious. Who wants to wait and make 
sure they have a date to buy a dress? By 
then all your friends have the dress you 
looked sooooooo good in, or the more 
common, a whirlwind of marauding 
thieves has ransacked the department 
stores and has stolen every dress that 
happened to be in your size. 

THE DATE: Here is the part in which 
most girls emit a blood-curdling cry and 
run for the closet. In late December, we 
sophomores were ecstatic. The large 
majority of the class had boyfriends. 
Hallelluia, we sang, we don’t need to go 
through torture of coming up with dates 
for February! But then it happened: a 
rash of breakups. It began slowly. One 
a week, maybe. But soon enough a land¬ 
slide of heartbreak began. This meant 
the inevitable: the recycled date/boy¬ 
friend syndrome strikes again!!! This is 
the one difficulty I find with an all-girls’ 
school. Sure, we have friends at Gilman, 

no problem there. But the struggle 
begins when all your friends have the 
same guy friend(s). Oh, the situation 
gets grizzly. Two friends after the same 
guy. Neither know they're after him. 
Eventually, one has a date, the other 
one has her teddy bear and hopefully a 
few more guys’ numbers. But she better 
act fast. There is a limited supply, so you 
better get yours before the supply runs 
out. Oh love is cruel! I won’t elaborate 
anymore. The situation is too painful. 
Girls, we must stick together and 
remember this is only one night- 
friendships are forever. But maybe not 
after this dance. I’m sure we'll look back 
on this in 20 years and get a good 
laugh?! 

DINNER: This is the easiest part of 
the plans. You go to someone's house, 
eat, take oodles of pictures and laugh a 
lot. The one hitch here is that you need 
enough driving dates to finally get you 
to the dance. One thing to remember 
when you ask a guy, eh? 

THE DANCE: Okay, you finally 
arrive, fashionably late, of course. You 
dance. Well, here's another little prob¬ 
lem. What if you get a guy that’s too 
embarrassed to dance? Well, dance the 
night away with your friends and, 
hopefully, he’ll loosen up. If it's a lost 
cause and you still are ardently devoted 
to him, go get a blow pop or something. 
Just remember to have fun. Another key 
phrase is essential here. “You don't need 
a man to have fun."  

Politics in ’92- 

What Will the Future Bring? 

Welcome to the first issue of the Quill in the new year. 1992 is a presidential elec¬ 
tion year and the country will soon focus its attention on candidates, debates and 
primaries Appropriately, the In-Focus section of this month’s Quill is Politics. I and 
many other seniors will actually vote for the first time in this election, but everyone 
has the opportunity to work and campaign for the candidate of her choice. The 
opportunity to participate in government this way is the cornerstone of our nation s 
foundation, and I encourage everyone to get involved in the election. 

In the next few months, the public will be flooded with television, radio, and news¬ 
paper ads, all with the images of smiling candidates promising to cure all o the 
nation's ills. Before you decide which candidate to support, take the time to look 
behind all the shiny smiles and tantalizing promises. Decide which issues are impor¬ 
tant to you-education, gun control, health care, deficit reduction, crime, abortion, 
etc and find out how the candidates stand on these issues. The 1988 election was 
decided, I thought, on the basis of a lot of trivial issues-the pledge of allegiance, 
flag burning, Willie Horton, and membership in the ACLU. Those so-called issues 
are totally ridiculous. I plan to judge the candidates on their records and their ideas, 

not their rhetoric. 
The entrance of David Duke into the presidential race makes it more important 

than ever for Americans to pay attention to the presidential election. Frankly David 
Duke scares me. If he had been soundly beaten in the Louisiana election prob¬ 
ably would have dismissed him as just another crazy. However, this former Wizard 
of the Klu Klux Klan, a racist, basically hateful, yet charismatic person, captured 
a majority of the white vote! America has one of the lowest voter turnouts of any 
democratic nation. It is so important that decent, non-racist people care enough 
to vote, and care enough to get involved in the election. If we don’t, I can assure 

you that David Duke's supporters will. 

R.D.C. 

Needs Support 

Do you know what the Campus Clean Committee is? If so, who’s 

on this committee and why does Bryn Mawr need it? What does the 

committee do? 

Bess Cromwell, Director of Admissions, initiated the Campus 

Clean Committee this fall to help keep the campus tidy for visitors. 

All student leaders are on this committee. (Student leaders are S.G.A., 

A.A., and A.C. officers as well as club heads.) 

The committee held several meetings this fall. At these meetings, 

Ms. Cromwel1 and student leaders brainstormed for ideas about how 

to keep the campus clean and how to heighten awareness of this 

need. The committee came up with loads of ideas which encom¬ 

passed many different facets of the Bryn Mawr community. A day 

out of uniform for keeping an assigned area clean will certainly be 

popular with students. Other ideas focused more on awareness of 

the problem than specifically picking up trash. It would only take 

a few minutes in a class meeting to introduce members of the 

maintenance staff who routinely pick up our trash. Posters pro¬ 

moting both the committee’s efforts and urging students to be more 

careful with trash is a good suggestion. The Quill also welcomes all 

letters concerning the Campus Clean Committee or the importance 

of picking up trash and keeping Bryn Mawr tidy. 

Several ideas, however, appear to be solutions but actually are 

infeasible. Picking up trash during convocation seems like it would 

be a simple solution, but since there is already a shortage of available 

convocation dates, this trash pick-up will probably not happen. 

Another idea was for every student to carry around a trash bag for 

a few days to promote awareness. To say the least, this is a cumber¬ 

some task. 

Although some ideas may not be feasible, the Campus Clean Com¬ 

mittee has certainly come up with many good ideas. Hopefully 

several of these ideas will be implemented before the end of the 

school year. It is important to keep our campus clean and tidy, not 

only for visitors, but also for ourselves. „ ^ 
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THE PARTY: This is optional yet still 
stressful. How stressful depends upon 
the people who gave you life and can 
just as easily take it away—your social 
one. that is. The difficulty arises, for me 
on the coed-spend-the-night-thing, but 
I’d rather not get graphic. Because of 
provisionals requiring adolescent 

drivers to be at home by midnight, dates 
cannot get themselves home after the 
dance. So it seems logical to me to spend 
the night at your friend's, right? But 
somehow, my parents keep telling me 
about how boys only have one thing on 
their minds, 1 wonder what it is? 

And there you have it. I bet you are all 
saying, “That just all sounded so simple. 
I wonder where the problem is?" The 
problem? Just come down to the locker 
room one day (sorry, no males allowed!). 
The problem starts when we start wres¬ 
tling matches to see who has the first 
crack at that prized male. When people 
sigh with relief that they had that dress 
first and you'll just have to take it back. 
And I've hardly mentioned the bouton¬ 
nieres, the limos, the heels, the hair. My 
god, 1 forgot to mention the hair, and the 
make-up; and then, there's the curfew 
and the corsages and.... 

by Patti 
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Musical 
truck 
sparks 
classes 

by Caryn Akelaitis 

Have you ever been in a second 
period class in the Hardy Building, 
listening intently to your teacher, or 
buried in a test, when a high-pitch jingle 
bursts out of nowhere? 

Around 9:30 each morning, we are 
delighted with a new and different song. 
For a while the music source was a 
mystery to Dr. Ross’ Physics class, but 
soon curiosity took over and the class 
decided to find out the mystery of the 
music. When the song started playing, 
the class ran to the window and looked 
out. The mystery was solved: the music 
was being played by a little red food 
truck. 

Dr. Ross and Mrs. Miller's classes look 
forward to hearing the songs that are 
played each day. The songs played range 
from "Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” and 
"Zip-a-Dee Doo-Da" to Christmas songs 
and The Addams Family's theme song. 

All of the reactions to the music truck 
have been positive. Joy Sakellaris ('92) 
says, “It brightens up physics class and 
makes it more enjoyable, not that 
physics is boring." Mrs. Miller feels that 
it adds a pleasant note of enjoyment. 
"It's suspenseful wondering what the 
music truck will play each day." An 
anonymous senior comments that she 
likes all of the songs, no matter what: 
“It's an interruption to class and what 
could be better?" Perhaps some of us 
find the musical interludes to be more 
of a positive experience than others. 

The music truck will continue to add 
a bit of spark to the days of teachers and 
students that are in the Hardy Building 
during second period. It should be 
around until the construction at Bryn 
Mawr is completed because the truck 
delivers food to the construction 
workers. And even if those of us who 
don't have the privilege of enjoying class 
in the Hardy Building during the nine- 
thirty concerts are jealous, we at Bryn 
Mawr can always appreciate the need for 
food. 

Roving Reporter: What was 
your worst exam experience? 
by Janice Chaw 

The nagging voice in the back of your 
head screams, "I have to study for 
exams! I have to study for exams! 
Exams! Exams! Study! Study!” Your 
parents are "just reminding you" to get 
cracking on the books, and when you 
finally get down to read over your review 
notes, the word ‘stress' is the only one 
you can recognize. Relax! To help you 
through (what you think are) the worst 
of times, here are some exam experi¬ 
ences to give you a little humor break.... 

Stacie Mann (’92): "During my French 

exam, I locked my keys in my car, which 
wasn't that bad, except for the fact that 
I left it running with the lights on!” 

Amy Pokempner (’94): "1 asked 
someone when the exam was and they 
told me the wrong time so I came in 
after the exam.” 

Angela Mislowsky (’95): “I left my 
French notebook at school the day 
before the exam." 

Talia Hord (’94): 'Some Gilman guy 
got up to go to the bathroom and he trip¬ 
ped and fell and still tried to act cool, but 
we were all laughing hysterically." 

Anonyijj^us Upper Schooler: "I 

haven't had any funny experiences with 
exams—I’ve just never done well on 
them!" 

Judy Radding (’92): "I left my 
calculator at home on the day of my 
chemistry exam last year, so I had to run 
to Jenny Greene’s house right before the 
exam to borrow hers and 1 was almost 
late for the exam." 

Raquel Ware (’96): "I didn't really start 
studying till the night before the exam." 

Gwennea Gray (’94): "1 studied for the 
wrong exam!” 

Joy Rhim (’93): “I had to watch a 
movie for my exam and later write about 
it. The night 1 was watching the movie 
in a dark room, I fell asleep and only saw 
the beginning of the movie. So, I 
bombed the exam.” 

Emilie Baratta (’92): "When 1 was in 
tenth grade, I couldn't find the room for 
the gpvernment exam at Gilman." 

Leah Angell (’93): “No exams can be 
funny." 

Anonymous (’92): "I was doing well 
in my ninth grade history class, but I 

totally bombed the midterm because 
the Gilman junior that I was completely 
in love with was taking his exam one 
row away!" 

Catherine Valentine (’93): "The 
teacher told us that we could bring in a 
3-by-5 piece of paper with all the notes 
we could fit, meaning a little file card, 
and this guy brought in a 3-foot-by-5-foot 
piece of poster board! The teacher 
kicked him out, but it was funny." 

Rachel Baylin (’95): "I finished my 
Latin exam early and I was bouncing a 
ball back and forth. I thought that the 
teacher had left the room, but she really 
hadn't, so when the ball hit someone's 
head, she kicked me out of the exam." 

Ramsey Neale (’94): "In the sixth 
grade French exam, someone threw up 
on her exam! It was disgusting! We had 
to finish the exam too! Yuck!" 

Anonymous (’95): "I had Mexican 
food for dinner the night before and 1 
had a bad case of gas and everyone 
around me knew it by the end of the 
exam!" 
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Pay attention 
to snow policy 

"Kutts" stars 
Christian Slater, 
gets tour stars 

by Holly Pugh 

"Has it snowed yet? Get out of the 
window and let me see! Yesss! It’s 
beautiful! Quick, turn on the radio!" 

"Here are a list of the school closings: 
Baltimore County, Cecil, Harford....Bryn 
Mawr, Gilman, Roland Park are closed 
today because of inclement weather." 

Thank you so much, I can now go 
back to bed. 

The Bryn Mawr snow policy has 
changed again. Last year we followed 
the city schools on the first day of a snow 
storm. We would listen for the 
announcement of the city schools' clos¬ 
ing. On the second day of a snowstorm 
we would listen for Bryn Mawr, Gilman, 
or Roland Park. This change has taken 
place because the city has declared that 
they will not have any more snow days. 
The three schools wanted the flexibility 
to be able to close school (or not). 

This year we turn back to the old way 
of finding out whether school is closed. 
First we listen to WBAL (1090 AM) or 
WIYY (98 Rock) after 6:15 a.m. The 
schools you must listen for are Bryn 
Mawr or Gilman or Roland Park Coun¬ 
try. Bryn Mawr believes this is the 
easiest way to communicate to its 
students. If you do not hear one of the 
three schools, then school is in session. 

In case of an early dismissal, the 
announcement will be made on WBAL 
and WIYY. If your parents are not able 
to pick you up at the designated time, 
there will be supervision in the Howell 
Library. If your parents want to pick you 
up early because of inclement weather 
there will be a note put in your mailbox. 
Also, there can be no driving in the 
driveway on snowy days. 

by Lea Abiera 

This is a great movie. It starts out as 
a depressing drama and turns into a 
very funny comedy with a splash of 
romanticism. Kuffs stars Christian Slater 
and Milla Jovovich. It's about a twenty- 
one-year-old named George Kuffs, is 
played by Christian Slater, who didn’t 
finish high school, has no job, and has 
a pregnant girlfriend (Milla Jovovich). 
His brother heads the special police 
force that is paid to protect and serve its 
district. 

The district has been terrorized by a 
gang of men who tear up people's stores 
and shops and steal millions of dollars 
in artwork. They leave the people's 
stores alone if the owners of the store 
pay them. On his birthday, Slater's 
brother is tracked down and shot by the 

head of the gang. The movie takes it; 
action from Slater's need to avenge his 
brother’s murder. Slater takes over his 
brother’s position in order to be able to 
investigate for himself. While doing this 
he gets shot, beat up, almost blown up, 
and sent to police training school. 

With bombs and explosions, bad guys 
versus good guys, love and hate, and 
Christian Slater escaping death several 
times, this turned out to be a very 
exciting, on-the-edge-of-your-seat 
movie. It isn't the teenie-bopper movie 
that 1 had expected. I strongly recom¬ 
mend you go see this movie, not just to 
see Christian Slater walking around 
half-dressed, because it's funny (well, I 
think "Ernest Goes To..." movies are 
hilarious) and you will like it. Even my 
mother did! Four stars. * ★ ★ ★ 

Enjoy the snow! 
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Students Pass a Law Poll: 
Political 

by Lynn Sanders 

Views 
A poll was recently administered to 

the Bryn Mawr student community to 
determine the role of politics in the 
students' lives. Of all of the students in 
the Upper School, 51% replied— 
approximately 141 students. The poll 
was taken to show the political thoughts 
of the students at Bryn Mawr to the Bryn 
Mawr community. The In-Focus section 
of this Qu/7/centers around politics, and 
we thought it would be interesting to see 
how many of you are politically aware, 
and what you think of our country's 
leaders and political parties. Here is 
what you told us. 

1. Do you consider yourself a: 

Republican 18% 
Democrat 41 % 
Undecided 41% 

2. If of legal voting age, would you 

vote for Bush in the next election? 

Yes 17% 
No 40% 
Undecided 43% 

3. Will you register to vote when 

you turn 18? 

Yes 94% 
No 0% 
Not Sure 6% 

4. Do you consider yourself 

“politically aware?” 

Yes 57% 
No 23% 
Not Sure 20% 

5. Do you consider yourself 

“politically correct?” 

Yes 31% 
No 15% 
Not Sure 54 % 

6. Do you think you will watch at 

least one Presidential debate? 

Yes 81% 
No 19% 

7. Do you think you will ever be 

politically active in your life? 

Yes 39% 
No 19% 
Not sure 42% 

by Elizabeth Himelfarb 

“One of you may someday decide to 
run for Congress," Congressman Ben 
Cardin prophesied to the fifty-odd Mary¬ 
land high school students gathered for 
his seminar, “but hopefully not in my 
district!" Dorsey Mills (’93) and 
Elizabeth Himelfarb ('93) represented 
Bryn Mawr at Cardin's day-long sym¬ 
posium on November 11. While other 
juniors spent their Monday poring over 
United States History textbooks, Dorsey 
and Elizabeth participated in a hands- 
on study of the American system of 
government. 

The focus of the conference was the 
First Amendment to the Constitution 
which, as any U.S. History student can 
tell you, provides for free speech, 
freedom of religion, freedom of the 
press, the right to peaceful assembly, 
and the right to petition the gov¬ 
ernment. 

In preparation for the convention, 
participants read several newspaper 
articles detailing Supreme Court cases 
involving First Amendment rights. Car¬ 
din's staff chose articles questioning the 
constitutionality of the censorship of 
school newspapers, a topic of particular 
interest to high school students. 

After arriving at Westminster Hall, 
where the conference is annually held, 
students were assigned a seat in either 
the Senate or the House of Represen¬ 
tatives. A bill was then presented to 
“congress" which had to be passed, 
replaced, or amended. The Bill in its 
original form prohibited post-secondary 
schools (colleges and universities) from 

disciplining students for behavior or 
speech that is protected by the First 
Amendment. Exempted from this Bill 
were institutions controlled by a 
religious organization, should the 
application of the Bill be in conflict with 
the tenets of that religion. 

Both houses heard the arguments of 
“lobbyists": a “Baltimore Sun" reporter 
in favor of the Bill, and a Board of Educa¬ 
tion member who opposed it. After 
much debate, the young delegates voted 
to extend the Bill to affect government 
funded secondary schools (public high 
schools.) The Bill was further amended 
to make independently run institutions 
immune to the Bill. This amendment 
allows schools like Bryn Mawr to enfore 
rules against behavior deemed incom¬ 
patible with the values of the school. 

Students then regrouped, giving nine 
Baltimore youths the chance to play 

Supreme Court justices. Two local 
attorneys created a case questioning the 
constitutionality of the Bill the group 
had passed. The argument against the 
Bill insisted that taxpayers who pay for 
public schools should not be bound to 
support school newspapers which print 
material with which they disagree. This 
point was quickly shot down by the 
Court, which remarked that taxes do not 
buy policy. The constitutionality of the 
Bill was therefore upheld by the (per¬ 
haps slightly biased) Supreme Court. 

All the students who participated in 
the Seminar, as well as the adult 
facilitators, felt that it was a rewarding 
and educational experience. And while 
the day sparked an interest in govern¬ 
ment in many who attended, Cardin 
need not worry about the competition. 
At least, not for a few more years. 

ip 

Former Klansman Duke Gets Support 
by Sharon Wolfe 

In Louisiana, one bumper sticker 
reads “Vote for a crook. It's important. 
The reference is to Edwin Edwards, the 
Louisiana candidate for Governor who 
was accused of bank fraud. His oppo¬ 
nent, though, is ex-Klu Klux Klan 
member David Duke, who, being a Nazi 
and racist, is worse than a crook. In a 
run-off held in the beginning of 
December, Edwards, the Democratic 
candidate, beat Duke, the Republican 
candidate, with 44 percent of the 
Republican vote. Upsetting was the fact 
that Duke was able to capture a majority 
of the White vote. After Duke was 
defeated, he announced that he will run 
in the Maryland presidential primary. 

David Duke rose through the ranks of 
the Klu Klux Klan and became the 
Wizard during the seventies and 
eighties, and was accused of inciting a 
race riot in Louisiana in 1980. Since 
then, Duke has changed not only his 
physical appearance but also his public 
opinions. After extensive plastic surgery. 

uke became a self-avowed Christian 
id publicly refuted his racist roots. Not 
lly is, or was, Duke racist but he also 
an American Nazi. He once was 

joted as saying that the Holocaust is 
i myth perpetrated on Christians by 

iws." 
Although Duke claims that he no 

inger adheres to these ideologies, 
lany believe that he is still both a Nazi 
id a racist. Lance Hill, the director of 
le Louisiana coalition against Racism 
nd Nazism said, "Nothing has 
langed. Duke has manufactured a new 
nage to fit his political ambitions.” 
'thers feel that Duke's metamorphosis 

genuine. One Louisiana black, 
renda Bell, believes Duke’s claims and 
:els that he has become more moder- 
te, and asked the gubenatorial can- 
idate to speak at her church. "He draws 

large crowd," said Jimmy Boyd, 
nother member of the congregation. 
Duke seems to practice what many 

all 'cocaine' politics—easily trans- 
orted, easily concealed, highly addic- 
ve. His target is the white middle class 

population who pay high taxes and who 
are tired of seeing people living off of the 
welfare system. “We need to get lazy 
people off the welfare rolls. There are 
people who abuse welfare who are 
white and who are black,” says Duke. 
With this stance, many people feel Duke 

DOONESBURY BYGARRY 

is representing what they need. "His 
appeal can be reproduced wherever a 
white middle-class is close to a black 
high crime neighborhood," says one 
analyst of Duke's success. Other issues 
of Duke's platform are welfare reform, 
drug abuse, and traditional family 

mm* 

values. He is against affirmative action. 
Duke's popularity can be attributed 

mostly to television, say political 
experts. His story is “the triumph of 
image—the white crusader, at once vic¬ 
tim and victor, standing up against the 
so called liberal media—over sub¬ 

stance." 
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Economy Causes Despair, Controversy 
by Erica Seiguer 

Open any magazine. Turn on the 
radio or the TV. Glance at a newspaper. 
There is no way that you can miss the 
despair, anguish, and controversy sur¬ 
rounding it; the state of the economy. 

The recession is now familiar news to 
everyone, and its ability to create anx¬ 
iety and tension has fueled the growing 
antipathies directed towards our govern¬ 
ment. The state of the economy may 
end up being the deciding factor in 
voters’ minds as they ponder who they 
will vote for in the 1992 Presidential 
Election. As GOP polltaker Bill Mcln- 
turff asserts, "The story now through 
Election Day is the continuing—and 
growing—concern about the economy." 

The status of the economy has been 
called "weak” as over half of Americans, 
according to a new Newsweek poll, are 
worried about having enough savings 
for retirement, being able to pay costs, 
and/or maintaining their current stan¬ 
dard of living. Anxiety over the possi¬ 
bilities of a major wage-earner in the 
household losing a job, not being able 
to finance children's education, not 
being able to repay loans, and not being 
able to maintain mortgage payments are 
other worries brought about by the 
faltering economy. 

The Democrats running for the 
presidential election have used the 
economy to attack the present admin¬ 
istration. Jonathan Alter of Newsweek 
asked six of the candidates to tell how, 
if elected, they would propose to remedy 
the economy. Candidates Jerry Brown, 
Paul Tsongas, Tom Harkin, Douglas 
Wilder, Bill Clinton, and Bob Kerry 
responded with several plans to stimu¬ 
late the economy. Clinton, Governor of 
Arkansas, offered tax relief for the mid¬ 
dle class in a Clinton Administration. 

The recession's effects are felt on the 
Bryn Mawr campus as well. The politi¬ 
cal ramifications of the faltering 
economy in the 1992 Election, accor¬ 
ding to Nicole Stanton (’92), will be 
major. She believes that the attention 
focused on the state of the economy will 
challenge Mr. Bush’s incumbancy. 

The economy will, no doubt, be an 
issue of great relevance in the 1992 elec¬ 
tion; it may be the deciding factor in 
who will win the election. As the elec¬ 
tion year is upon us, however, one thing 
is certain—every level of society will be 
affected by this recession, and will con¬ 
tinue to suffer until a solution is found. 
The form the recovery will take on, be 
it a new president or the re-election of 
Mr. Bush, is uncertain. 

Economists attribute the economy’s 
condition to the pessimism of the 
American people. This pessimism can 
be explained in part by the high 
unemployment rates and the great 
amount of debt accumulated during the 
1980’s. Doug Henwood, writing in The 
Nation, blames the high unemploy¬ 
ment and increased hours of work on a 
“torpid rate of productive investment 
and the undereducation of the U.S. 
workforce." Americans are unwilling to 
spend their money this year, and as 

Jane Bryant Quinn of Newsweek states, 
“retailers are practically on their knees, 
begging consumers to spend...they’re 
wasting their breath.” 

As the economy is flung into a 
“double-dip" recession, the political 
consequences are becoming clearer. 
Firstly, the Bush Administration and 
Congress are under direct fire from the 
public, the media, and the other can¬ 
didates for president. Many candidates 
have found that they can use the situa¬ 
tion that the economy is in to get ahead 

in the presidential race. According to 
Business Week forecasters, a cut in 
capital-gains taxes, an expansion in 
individual retirement accounts, tax 
relief tor the middle class, incentives for 
business investment and possibly a 
health-insurance plan are part of Bush's 
agenda. He says he will "try to get pro¬ 
grams enacted that have been stymied 
by the Congress..." Already, Bush's 
popularity has dropped to an all-time 
low, with only 47% of voters inclined to 
vote for him in 1992 (Washington 
Post/NBC Poll). 

Political Campaigns Heat Up 
espoused so liberally by candidates. She 
commented that, “1 wouldn't base my 
decision on political debates or ads—it 
is all essentially political and B.S. I’ll 
read the newspaper accounts and the 
candidates’ political records." Distrust of 
political campaign promises is not 
uncommon, especially after Bush's bro¬ 
ken promise from the 1988 campaign, 
“No new taxes." Probably the most effec¬ 
tive campaign strategy used in the 
upcoming election will be paid televi¬ 
sion advertisements. 

Bush’s memorable "Willie Horton" ad 

by Emilie Baratta 

in the '88 campaign was arguably the 
most influential aspect of the campaign. 
Many argue that the ad—complete with 
racist overtones—possibly won the elec¬ 
tion. Regardless, it signified a notewor¬ 
thy trend in American politics: the 
impressive power of five-minute TV. ads 
over involved televised debate. The ad 
also reinforced a new variation of an old 
theme: the issue of race as a political 
gambit. Doubtless the upcoming elec¬ 
tion will continue the tradition of mud- 
slinging that accompanied the last 
presidential campaign. 

Political campaigns have changed 
drastically from the tree-stump speeches 
of Abe Lincoln and the whistle-stopping 
heyday of Harry S. Truman. Today’s 
Presidential campaigns are expensive, 
with costs sometimes skyrocketing into 
tens of millions of dollars. Politics is no 
longer a game open to the average 
American. And beginning with the elec¬ 
tion of 1960, TV. has become increas¬ 
ingly important to campaigns, with the 
media assuming a disproportionate 
influence over voter decisions. 

As the Presidential election campaign 
for 1992 warms up, the Democrats are 
scrambling to unearth a strong can¬ 
didate to challenge Bush. Candidates 
include Jerry Brown of California, Paul 

Tsongas, Tom Harkin, and Bill Clinton, 
among others. The campaign lost a col¬ 
orful candidate when New York gover¬ 
nor Mario Cuomo decided after much 
public agonizing, to sit out the 1992 
election. But with the recession still in 
the forefront of voters’ concerns, the 
upcoming election should be quite a 
show. 

Bush’s campaign strategy is still 
undecided. The biggest problem the 
Republicans will face is the flailing 
economy and its impact on middle 
America. Up until now, Bush has main¬ 
tained a serene optimism about the 
economy’s status. But acting on the 
advise of political consultants, he is 
rethinking this position, which is inter¬ 

preted by many Americans as uncaring 
and uninformed. Now the Republicans 
are opting for an understanding concern 
and acknowledgement of an unhealthy 
economy. Americans will also be seeing 
more of their globe-trotting president. 
He plans to limit his travels away from 
home and to address some domestic 
problems. 

Americans can watch the festivities 
continue as Democratic and Republican 
debates increase in number and the TV. 
airways fill with political rhetoric. But 
how effective is the rhetoric upon voters' 
decisions? 

Kirsten Becker (’92) will be of voting 
age for the upcoming election. She is not 
impressed by the campaign promises 
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Applications Cause Congrats Go To 
Anxiety, Satisfaction Seniors; College 

by Joy Sakellaris 

College applications...what is there to 
say? They are time-consuming, yet 
rewarding. They are stressful, yet they 
also offer a chance to learn about 
oneself. College applications, and the 
application process, obviously cause 
mixed emotions. Applications are some¬ 
times long and involved, yet they are not 
all bad. The applications are the only 
part of the strenuous process involved 
in applying to the college of your choice. 
There are months of planning, visits, 
interviews and deciding where to apply 
which precede the applications. The 
“viewing” process is usually fun. The 
key to it all, according to Mrs. Turner, is 
to start early, and to keep an optimistic 
attitude through it all. 

The first step in the entire process 
really begins when you enter high 
school. Everything you do will be evalu¬ 

ated in the college process (no pressure, 
though). The actual viewing process 
begins in the junioryear. In the middle 
of junior year, Mrs. Turner sends a let¬ 
ter asking you to begin to list your favor¬ 
ite schools. This is followed by a meeting 
in which Mrs. Turner tells you your 
approximate chances of getting into the 
schools you listed. You then can begin 
to narrow the list down. When choosing 
a college you will be given four basic 
guidelines. You should look for size, set¬ 
ting, student life, and programs offered. 
Junior year is filled with college visits 
and two or three meetings with Mrs. 

Turner. By the end, you have a list of col¬ 
leges to which you may apply. 

The summer before senior year is an 
ideal time to visit colleges, because you 
do not have to miss school. The only 
problem with summer visits was that 
you do not get to see the campuses with 

their normal students on it. Despite this 
small drawback, it is helpful to do col¬ 
lege visiting during the summer so you 
can concentrate on applications during 
senior year. 

You are now a senior!!! What does this 
entail? The answer: a lot of hard work. 
After you've received an application 
from each of your college choices, you 
have another choice. Should you apply 
early? There are two types of early 
admissions. Early Decision and Early 
Action. These applications usually have 
to be sent in by the middle of November 
or early December. The only difference 
between the two types of early applica¬ 
tions is that Early Decision is binding, 
meaning that if you are accepted at that 
college, you must attend and withdraw 
applications from any other schools. 
Some colleges offer only one, while 
others offer both plans. 

By the beginning of December, you 
should be well into your process of 
writing those ever-so-dreaded essays 
that most colleges require. Applications 
are usually due by the beginning of 
January, but the common applications 
are due in February. Common Applica¬ 
tions are used by about 100 colleges and 
they allow you to xerox a copy of 
another common application and use it 
for their school. This saves a lot of time! 
Replies for Early Decision candidates 
come in the middle of December. About 
50% of the senior class applied early to 
college this year, and a large amount 
have been accepted already. After 
applications are sent in, all that’s left to 
do is sit back, relax, and enjoy the rest 
of senior year. 

My advice to all freshman, juniors 
and seniors is to start early, relax and 
don't panic. The college process is not 

as bad as it seems. The University of 
Virginia attached a letter to their 
application this year stating that they 
thought it should be a learning process 
and not a chore. In fact, that is what the 
entire process ends up being. An anony¬ 
mous senior stated, "It definitely was a 
learning experience for me. I learned 
where I wanted to spend the next four 
years. I learned what my likes and 
dislikes were, and I also learned to like 
coffee.” Carvn Akelaitis ('92) stated. 
"After it was all over 1 felt so good about 
myself because 1 had just completed a 
very hard task." By April, Regular Deci¬ 
sion candidates will be hearing from 
their colleges and the process will 
officially end with the letter. It is really 
not that bad, and common misconcep¬ 
tions can hinder you from getting 
started. Just remember to keep it all in 
perspective, and know that in the end 

Stress Is Over 

by Erica Fishman 

Congratulations to all seniors who got accepted to college early! 
CLASS OF 1992 

EARLY DECISION/NOTIFICATION/ACTION 

Kirsten Becker.Brown 
Sandy Cho.Princeton 
Emily Close.Colgate 
Manjiri Didolkar.Dartmouth 
Brandi Duff. Tulane 
Katie Feiock.Harvard 
Megan Flanigan Brown 
Antre Gibbs.Harvard 
Sissy Merrick.University of Virginia 
Martina Moylan. .University of Vermont 
Jennifer Murray. . . . Bucknell 
Michelle Murray. .Yale 
Judy Radding.Duke 
Sarah Ramirez.University of Pennsylvania 
Robin Rudikoff . ..Tufts 
Lynn Sanders..University of Virginia 
Heather Schlott.Brown 
Jenny Schuberth.Harvard 
Nicole Stanton.Brown 
Allie Stockman.Princeton 
Kia Williams.North Carolina A&T 
Jessica Wolf.Washington & Lee 
Sharon Wolfe.Dartmouth 

Senior Class Enjoys Trip To Port Deposit 
by Leah Angell 

The class of '92 highlighted their sen¬ 
ior year with a trip to the Chesapeake 
Center in Port Deposit, Maryland. It took 
place from six o’clock p.m. on January 
10 to two o'clock p.m. January 11 
Approximately 40 of the 59 seniors 
planned and went on the excursion. 

Deborah Roffman, teacher of human 
sexuality at Bryn Mawr and other area 
schools, led a group discussion concern¬ 
ing issues that have become increas¬ 
ingly important to the students' lives, 
which Sandy Cho (’92) "really enjoyed.” 

Mrs. Roffman addressed the difficul¬ 
ties which accompany changing rela¬ 
tionships with family, friends, and 
boyfriends, as well as more current 
issues such as AIDS. "The atmosphere 
was very open and honest,” said senior 

Nicole Stanton, and promoted free, 
unrestricted discussion. Seniors also 
discussed date rape, and topics relevant 
to college life in preparation for the 
seniors' departure from Bryn Mawr. 

“We run into these issues in our 
everyday lives. We're at [a] stage where 
we're growing, and, with all the changes 
going on, it’s helpful to talk to people 
who are going through the same thing," 
emphasized senior Emily Rogers. 

Although many weighty issues and 
important subjects were addressed, the 
seniors found time to enjoy themselves 
by watching a movie, performing skits, 
and, of course, having a dance party! 

These activities gave the class the 
"chance to relax and forget about all of 
the pressures [they] face at school,” said 

senior Jenny Schuberth, head of the 
planning committee. 

"Once the spring comes, it's just too 
hectic with the senior class," said faculty 
advisor Rebecca Henry. "[The trip offers] 
a chance for seniors to get together, 
release stress, and deal with [some per- 
tinent] issues."_ 

“You never really realize 
how much your means 
to you until you’re a sen¬ 
ior faced with the pros¬ 
pect of not seeing 
people whom you've 
grown up with next 
year.” 

—Emilie Baratta (’92) 

“You never really realize how much 
your class means to you until you're a 
senior and faced with the prospect of not 
seeing people whom you've grown up 
with next year," said Emilie Baratta (’92). 

As South African exchange student 
Zanele Zikalala ('92) exclaimed, “[The 
trip made] the senior class have a lot of 
fun...and enjoy life!" 

Senior Sharissa Gold expressed her 
joy at “not having an application to fill 
out while [I was] there.” 

The trip to the Chesapeake Center 
enabled the senior class to be together 
for what was, perhaps, the last time. It 
combined both serious discussion and 
lighthearted spirit. As the class of 1992 
leaves Brgn Mawr in the spring, the trip 
will be one of their fondest memories. 

Seniors (L to R) Stacy Reid. Emily 
Rogers, and Robin Rudikoff before trip. 

photo bv Rehnrca Buhnn 



Community page 7 • THE QUILL • January 23, 1992 7 

Rutland Center 
Helps Women 

by Jo'nita Pearce 

Have you ever wanted to make a dif¬ 
ference? Do you want to do something 
in your life that will help someone else? 
Here at Bryn Mawr, students, teachers 
and friends make a positive difference 
in the lives of homeless and abused 
women every Saturday. 

"The program establishes human 
connection between hard-working peo¬ 
ple to improve their level of education 
and living conditions." This is a reply 
from English teacher Peter Bailey about 
the Rutland Program, a special work¬ 
shop which BMS has hosted for the past 
year. The Rutland Transitional Housing 
Center is one of two emergency shelters 
in the city of Baltimore. 

Rutland is an emergency shelter 
which holds about thirty families. In 
order to gain shelter at the Center, 
members must be homeless and/or vic¬ 
tims of abuse. They are then referred to 
the Rutland Center by the House of Ruth 
or the YWCA. The members of Rutland 
also receive drug, alcohol, and child 
care counseling if needed, in addition to 
the program which Bryn Mawr hosts. 
The shelter can house members for up 
to twenty-two months. In order to stay 
at the shelter, the members, mostly 
women, must participate in school or 
job training programs, geared towards 
helping them locate permanent hous¬ 
ing and a better life. This is where Bryn 
Mawr’s role in the center takes shape. 

When members of the BMS faculty, 
primarily that of the Little School, 
students, and friends began to host 
about ten families from the shelter it was 
a purely recreational way to establish 
friendship and love between two groups 
of individuals. About ten families from 

the center are selected, on the basis 
their interest and their willingness to 
work with others. This year in addition 
to games, arts and crafts, BMS volun¬ 
teers also tutor the women in prepera- 
tion to take the General Equivalency 
Diploma (GED) exam, while also tutor¬ 
ing and playing with the children of the 
women. 

"There is a very relaxed feeling be¬ 
tween the women and the volunteers. A 
good sense of warmth is developed," 
reports Kay Hall, Assistant Director of 
the Little School and a volunteer with 
the program since its beginning. Other 
volunteers who are students collectively 
agree in the vast benefits of the program. 
"I love the children," replies Aoife 
Cronin, a tenth grader. Other student 
volunteers include seniors Katie Feiock 
and Jo'nita Pearce, sophomore Dawn 
Grieger and freshman Brooke Don¬ 
aldson. 

Always open to new ideas and more 
help, Linda Butler, Little School Teacher 
and volunteer, encourages students and 
faculty alike to come. "If you have a 
special talent also, such as art or music, 
well gladly provide time for you to share 
your gifts with us," says Ms. Butler. 

The BMS/Rutland House program 
meets every second and fourth Saturday 
from September to mid-June. The hours 
are from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. In the morn¬ 
ing there are academics, then a nice 
lunch where everyone eats together, 
and in the afternoon there is time for 
recreation. 

If you can stay all day or only part, 
your participation is much-needed and 
would be greatly appreciated," says Ms 
Halle. 

GiveUs 
90 Minutes 

We 11 Give You 
50 SAT Points 

At our Free Introductory SAT Lesson you'll review actual SAT 
questions and learn enough test-taking techniques and strategies to 
raise your SAT score by about 50 points! The lesson is free and it will 
only take about 90 minutes of your time. 

We have prepared more students for the SAT than all other 
organizations combined, so should you decide to register, you'll be in 
good company. Call today to reserve a seat for you and your parents. 

Pikesviile — Jan. 15 Towson — Jan. 21 

Columbia — Jan. 22 Kaplan Center — Jan. 25 

R.S.V.P. 243-1456 

n STANLEY H. KAPLAN 
c==i Take Kaplan Or Take Your Chances 

ADVERTISE IN The Quill!!! 
Call Emilie Baratta 323-8800 or 761-9719 

Arts Council Sponsors Trips, Activities; 
Promotes Spirit, Provokes Debate 

by Brooke Donaldson 

"The goal of Arts Council is to pro¬ 
mote the arts at Bryn Mawr and outside 
the community—the arts being defined 
as literature, drama, dance, choral and 
instrumental music, and the visual arts," 
explains Sarah Jencks (’92). Sarah, 
president of the Arts Council, Wendy 
Hsaio ('93), vice-president, anc 
Elizabeth Himelfarb (’93), secretary- 
treasurer, are working extremely hard 
to make this first year of the organiza¬ 
tion particularly successful. The pur¬ 
pose of the Arts Council, according to 
Sarah, is to be one of the three leader¬ 
ship organizations, and to try to give the 
arts a more prominent role in school 
activities. 

The first major Arts Council event, 
Arts Day, occurred in October; and 
activities were held in the quad. Some 

students waited in line for ice cream or 
face painting, while others painted the 
classroom windows. Each grade had a 
window pane to paint, and the class 
with the most creative design won a 
prize. 

In order to promote spirit, they've 
sponsored trips to Center Stage to see 
such plays as My Children, My Africa, 
and have made numerous announce¬ 
ments informing the school of dramatic 
productions and concerts. The A.C. has 
had one fundraiser, a bake-sale, and 
plans to have others soon, enabling 
more trips to be scheduled. The Arts 
Council is also planning to work with 
the children and adults living at the 
Rutland House, a transitional home for 
the homeless. 

The addition of Art Council as a maior 

association has caused a conflict of 
opinions—is it worth it or not? “I do not 
agree with the addition of the Arts 
Council in theory or practice. It reflects 
expansion and increasing bureaucracy, 
neither of which are good for our school. 
We have witnessed a lot of this in recent 
years. There has been a veritable crea¬ 
tion of unnecessary official positions, 
crowned by the Arts Council. So far this 
year they have had Arts Day in the quad, 
and have put candy in our mailboxes. 
Nice touches, but I have doubts about 
the necessity of either. I would argue 
that such things could be handled by 
smaller, short-term committees, and I 
don't see anything for Arts Council to do 
in the future," says Brandi Duff ('92). 

On the other hand, Maggie Buck (’95) 
feels just the opposite, explaining "I 

think it has been a super organization 
from the start—it gives a chance for peo¬ 
ple who aren't involved in sports or SGA 
to participate in the school and show 
their talents. I believe that the success 
of this organization is due to the reps 
and their hard work to make the Arts 
Council known." 

As far as what the school as a whole 
believes, the responses are divided, half 
of the students agreeing with Brandi, 
believing that it is unnecessary for the 
Arts Council to be a whole association, 
and half agreeing with Maggie, that it is 
the first time that Bryn Mawr has shown 
a great interest in the arts. 

Despite the differing opinions, most 
will agree that the Arts Council is great 
for those students interested in the arts, 
promoting a great amount of spirit. 
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Watch women's sports 
by Julie Syzmanski 

If you have a brother or a boyfriend, 
ask him if he knows who won the NCAA 
women's Division I basketball cham¬ 
pionship in 1991. If he's like my brother 
he will probably respond, "No! And I 
don’t really care either!" 

Now try visiting a local college indoor 
sports arena when it is completely 
empty. Most of them are fairly large, 
with around 3,000 seats and a press 
box. If you are bored one night, go when 
there is a men's basketball game. Bring 
money, for you will have to pay around 
three dollars for admission. 

You will have trouble finding a seat if 
you arrive late, for the stands will be 
filled. Ignore the cheerleaders bouncing 
around mid-court and listen to the loud 
cheering from the enthusiastic fans and 
follow the game with the aid of a play- 
by-play description of the game. 

A media guide sold to all who come 
is helpful in finding out who the best 
players are. The team will have lovely 
warm-up suits, and ball boys will chase 
after all loose balls for the team. The 
press box will be filled to the brim with 
reporters and cameras flash all around 
you as the local TV. crew tapes the 
highlights of the game. Later that night 
on the news, you will hear another play 
by play description with high scorers 
and amazing moves. 

Now go to that same arena when a 
women's basketball game is being 
played. You will have your choice of 
seats, and you can save three dollars 
because admission is free. The arena is 
so quiet you can actually hear the 
squeak of high-tops on the floor and the 

thump of the ball on the rim. There are 
perhaps ten spectators, most of whom 
are scouts of other opponents. There are 
no cameras and maybe one reporter. 
You'll never see highlights on the news 
and you'll never know who the better 
players are except from your own con¬ 
clusions. 

Does this seem unfair to you? This is 
typical of most sports played by both 
men and women, not just basketball. To 

the player of women's sports this is a 
frustrating occurrance. "Coming from a 
co-ed public school [Towson High], I see 
the differences. The boys get more 
privileges, people come to watch their 
games, and there is more all-around 
coverage," said Angela Marks (’93), "It's 
just better all-around for the guys, even 
if the girls' team is doing better. It's really 
unfair.” 

Despite this, the situation has gotten 
better. In the past few years, the 
women's NCAA basketball tournament 
has been televised, (though not really 
advertised), and college scholarships 
must now be given to both men and 
women. 

Speculation on why men's sports get 
more coverage varies. "There are more 
men's games on TV. and the men’s 
games are more fast-paced and atten¬ 
tion grabbing," said Lynn Fisher (’95). 

Men also don't like to watch women's 
sports. They find it boring and ineffec¬ 
tual. They “can't relate" to women's 
games because there are often different 
regulations and type of play. Men also 
have a tendency to like violence and 
therefore relate to the violent aspects of 
the sports. In lacrosse, guys can body 

check each other with their sticks; foot¬ 
ball involves physically tackling one 
another, wrestling...well, we all know 
what wrestling is like, and basketball 
has become increasingly violent. 

There is no doubt in most people's 
minds that men’s sports are more 
recognized than women's, but what can 
be done about it? Nothing can really be 
done about the excitement level of the 
games but an understanding must be 
achieved concerning the different types 
of skills necessary for the different 
genders in sports. When you under¬ 
stand the skill and hard work required 
to play a certain sport, it is easier to 
admire the sport and its players. The 
media also needs to recognize women’s 
sports by interviewing women who play 
them. 

‘‘Women’s sports just 
need to be televised 
more on a national 
level. Women’s sports 
need to be more visible.’’ 

—Mr. Bisgaard 

To recognize the differences in player; 
allows a spectator to have more respec 
for the player in general. The publir 
must be equal in its treatment of men'; 
and women's sports. "Women's sport: 
just need to be televised more on ; 
national level. If you can't see somethin: 
being done, how can you appreciate it 
Women's sports need to be more vis 

ble," offered Mr. Bisgaard. 
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Staying in Shape: Students respond 
by Varsha Vimalananda 

After an invigorating breakfast of 
grass, wheat grain, and peach Mystic 
juice, Katrina dons her spandex (which 
she looks good in), and sprints 27 miles, 
in the fresh, sub-zero, December air. 
When she returns to her spacious split- 
level home, her boyfriend's racing bike 
is in the driveway, and he is waiting for 
her on the stairs. He hands her a bunch 
of roses in honor of their 9th-day 
anniversary. Katrina showers, and the 
two of them go rock-climbing. Katrina 
and her boyfriend love exercise. Why? 
1 wonder. Why why why? 

“You see,” Katrina explains, "exercis¬ 
ing makes me look and feel good. 
Nothing beats working up a good 
sweat." Her boyfriend adds that staying 
in shape is especially fun during the bar¬ 
ren winter months. He loves the biting 
feel of the Arctic air in his lungs when 
he skis cross-country. 

Katrina and her unbalanced friend 
are extremely fictional characters. They 

stay in shape year-round. They thrive in 
the blizzardous winter months. Others 
of us, however, neglect our bodies when 
the snow season rolls around. Oh, we do 
the occasional arm workout (pressing 
the volume button on the remote con¬ 
trol while trying to sprinkle more salt on 

the popcorn is an especially popular 
routine), but basically we rot. We live in 
a state of fermentation, from early 
November to late March. The sky is gray, 
the wind doth blow, and we just don't 
feel like moving from the dent we have 
molded into the couch. Our muscles 
become oatmeal, and we descend into 
a lower level of spiritual peace. 

I only recently realized that this win¬ 
ter decomposition was a school-wide 
problem for girls, and thought that by 
writing this article, I could tell people 
how to stay in shape during winter. 
Unfortunately, it had been so long since 
I’d followed an exercise regime of my 
own, that I had forgotten how to. So I 
asked some folks I saw on campus to tell 

me how they stayed in shape during the 
winter. Chris Maranto (’93), cross¬ 
country star, said, "I run and go to the 
spa." Elaine Howard, an English 
teacher, replied that “jogging, weight 
training, aerobics, and swimming” were 
her winter activities. "I play basketball," 
was Matt Baum's (Gilman ’93) answer. 
Just listening to these people made me 
tired. 

Before I ventured to try anything on 
my own, I talked to a few more people. 
Kate Scharper ('92) was unable to 
answer the question. "Shape?" she 
wondered aloud. Serena Butcher ('93) 
said that she stayed in shape: "...it's just 
a matter of what shape. I'm going for an 
oblong (sic) this winter.” 1 decided to 
follow in the footsteps of Felicia Abler, 
a Math teacher and basketball coach, 
who does “basketball, a little running, 
bike-riding, some weight training 
Everything in moderation." Why, you 
wonder, would I want to follow Ms. 
Abler's routine from hell? I fixed onto 

"moderation” as a key word. I got some 
new sneakers, put air in the tires of my 
bike, and read the warnings posted 
around the weight room. I also ran all 
the way from the TV to the kitchen for 
dinner. But 1 didn't see any improve¬ 
ment in my physique. I weighed myself, 
realized that 1 had gained 6 pounds in 
the last two weeks, and decided that the 
key was motivation. 

You don’t have to be as fanatical as 
Katrina, and treat exercise as a religion. 
Jogging two miles on the treadmill dur¬ 
ing a free period, regularly, may be all 
you need to stay in shape. Cutting down 
on TV and junk food helps, and 1 think 
I read somewhere that eating breakfast 

is vital. 

Proof that this method works? Listen 
to this. I had Special K and grapefruit for 
breakfast, instead of the usual nothing. 
I skipped 6:30 AM Woody Woodpecker, 

and started my morning by dancing to 
some heavy-duty thrash metal. At 

school, I eagerly went to the weight 
room, only to be bored to death by 
myself. But an unsuspecting friend 
wandered in, Choc-0-Lunches in hand, 
and I bribed her into riding the sta¬ 
tionary bike, while I jogged on the tread¬ 
mill. This is no lie. It really happened, 
and it was no big deal. I really did feel 
refreshed (crazy!) afterwards, and was 
able to stay awake through my next 
period class, a first. So to reiterate, find 
an activity that interests vou (I know 
there is one), and do it a little at a time, 
three or four days a week. Skip the lun¬ 

cheon doughnut—eat a salad. You’ll be 
surprised at the results in a very little 
time. If 1 can do it, anybody can. 


